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Abstract 

Illegal cannabis, or marijuana, use has had a deep and negative impact across racial groups in 

Texas. It is seen through the discriminatory enforcement of drug laws across minority 

communities, which produce a disproportionate number of cannabis-related arrests and 

incarceration rates. This disparity is caused and fueled by misinformation. Marijuana has been 

represented by false narratives that stereotype it as highly addictive, violent, and mostly present 

in low-income minority areas. Yet, marijuana has a lower mortality risk than drugs like alcohol 

and tobacco, and the usage rates between whites and non-whites are similar. The purpose of my 

research is to shed light on the discrimination minorities are held to when it comes to marijuana 

possession, clear the false narratives around cannabis use, and give the reader the right 

information to make their own decisions around this subject. I gathered information for this 

project through interviews with local advocates and criminal law attorneys, research of academic 

articles, and conversations with advocate organizations. As a result of my research, I realized 

Texas State University students are likely to be affected by this issue as more than half of the 

student population is categorized as a minority. The development of a guidebook would help to 

clarify general mistruths about cannabis, highlight its relation to racial discrimination, and 

inform students about essential information to know when faced with this issue. Therefore, I 

used my minors in sociology, business administration, and criminal justice to create a guidebook 

that would achieve this in hopes of empowering students with the right information. 

Keywords: Racial discrimination, racial disparity, cannabis, marijuana. 
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Problem 

A significant number of Americans experience being stopped by law enforcement for a 

routine traffic violation, but what happens during that traffic stop is not a universal experience 

for everyone. Minorities are disproportionately targeted and searched by police officers because 

they are more likely to be found with illegal items, such as cannabis - also referred to as 

marijuana. If cannabis is found, it can lead to an immediate arrest, even if the amount discovered 

is a low quantity.  

This is a scenario that thousands of minorities face each day in the state of Texas because 

cannabis is stigmatized and used to racially target black and brown Americans. The American 

Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) reported that, “Black people are 3.6 times more likely than white 

people to be arrested for marijuana possession, despite similar usage rates” (ACLU, 2020, para. 

9). This statistic refers to marijuana arrests on a national level. In Texas, “Black people were 

2.6x more likely than white people to be arrested for marijuana possession” (ACLU, 2020, p. 

92). Although this statistic reflects a lower rate in Texas as compared to the national average, 

Texas does have individual counties with a drastically higher number of marijuana arrests for 

people of color. 

There are ten Texas counties where minorities are four to 34 times likelier to be arrested 

for the possession of cannabis, as shown in figure one below. In addition, Texas is the only state 

that has two counties rated in the top five counties with the highest rate of racial disparity for 

marijuana enforcement in the United States. Van Zandt County, in East Texas, has the number 

one spot. This county has a rate of 34.1 times more than the national average of marijuana 

possessions arrests with minorities. Cooke County, in Northeast Texas, ranks fourth on the list 

with an average that is 24.7 times higher. As shown in figure 1 below.  
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Figure 1 

Top Ten Counties with Highest Racial Disparity for Cannabis Arrests in Texas 

 

Note: Top ten counties in Texas that show racial disparity for marijuana possession arrests.  

 Currently, the possession of cannabis in the state of Texas could lead to serious legal and 

civil penalties. The United States government classifies this drug as a schedule one substance, 

meaning it is a drug with no accepted medical use and a high potential for abuse. Other drugs 

that fall into this group are heroin and cocaine. According to a New York Times news author, 

Boffey (2014), studies have shown that marijuana use, in small amounts, does not create 

addictive tendencies and has proven to help with various medical conditions. 

Relevance 

My dream growing up was to become a police officer to help protect and serve my 

community. I wanted to serve people who were in need and put criminals in jail. I remember in 
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elementary school when a local police officer, Trooper Gary, would come to my school and talk 

about the importance of staying away from marijuana. He would tell students that marijuana use 

would kill the user’s brain, numb emotions, and make people dangerous and violent. This 

occurred during the time the government was pushing the Drug Abuse Resistance Education 

(D.A.R.E.) program. It was a national campaign used to frighten students away from drug use.  

Now as an adult, I’ve learned that many of those claims I learned as a child were false 

and misinforming. I feel this project will help people see the racial disparity caused by the 

enforcement of cannabis-related laws in Texas. In this way, I can help serve my community 

fulfilling my dream as a kid. I also feel passionate about this subject because I’m a first 

generation Mexican American, and I strongly feel we should put an end to racially biased, 

outdated laws that target black and brown communities over cannabis use. 

I learned firsthand the negative impact a law of this kind could have on the life of a 

person of color. I have a Latino friend from high school who I have kept in touch with. While 

attending University of Texas in Austin, he was caught with a personal amount of marijuana at a 

house party. He was arrested and faced a costly fine with jail time. This caused him to drop out 

of college and work an entry level job for a construction company. He had to do this to pay his 

fine, and as a result, he never went back to school. It was sad to see the impact of this arrest on 

his life. It disrupted his plans for his future and ended his college career. 

Background/Research 

To get a sense of why this topic is important, it is imperative to learn about cannabis and 

why it became an illegal drug. For most of America’s history, cannabis was legal and hardly a 

problem. It was used in various medicines made by doctors to treat a variety of ailments, and it 

was also known for its textile use to make hemp fibers for clothing and other materials (PBS, 
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n.d., para. 3). Because cannabis has multiple uses, other than for recreational drug use, it is a 

wonder why it would be criminalized.  

History reveals the prohibition of cannabis was started by corrupt government officials. 

In 1930, a man by the name of Harry Anslinger was the commissioner of the Federal Bureau of 

Narcotics, and he used racist ideology to push the prohibition of cannabis because his job was in 

jeopardy. His department’s budget was in risk of being cut, and he had to find a drug he could 

criminalize. Anslinger described marijuana as the drug mostly minorities would use.  

There are 100,000 total marijuana smokers in the US, and most are Negroes, Hispanics, 

Filipinos and entertainers. Their Satanic music, jazz and swing, result from marijuana 

usage. This marijuana causes white women to seek sexual relations with Negroes, 

entertainers and any others. (Solomon, 2020, para. 6)  

He villainized cannabis by coining it “marijuana” or “marihuana.” This change in 

terminology was purposely done to tie a Mexican influence on cannabis. At that time, there was 

an influx of Mexican immigrants who came to America after Mexico’s 1910 revolution. 

Marijuana is a term Mexican people used for a wild tobacco that was grown in different parts of 

Mexico and not for cannabis. Therefore, marijuana is not the correct term for cannabis, but both 

terms are used interchangeably today. Personally, I refrain from saying marijuana when referring 

to cannabis because it is incorrect and was misused to racially target Mexican immigrants.  

Anslinger was successful in creating a significant tension in the white community with 

his racially profiled perception of cannabis use. In 1937, he went in front of congress to testify 

about the dangers of cannabis. Anslinger said to congress:  

Some people [under the influence of marijuana] will fly into a delirious rage, and they are 

temporarily irresponsible and may commit violent crimes. Other people will laugh 
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uncontrollably. It is impossible to say what the effect will be on any individual. 

(Tarricone, 2020, para. 9) 

Anslinger wasn’t alone in his campaign. Soon after his testimony he had the help of his 

friend, William Randolph Hearst. Hearst owned many media outlets, “At the peak of his fortune, 

in 1935, he owned 28 major newspapers and 18 magazines, along with several radio stations, 

movie companies, and news services” (William Randolf Hearst, 2021, para. 6). He controlled the 

majority of the US news media and would push Anslinger’s agenda. Hearst helped with the 

prohibition movement because hemp was a huge competitor to his paper mill, since hemp paper 

proved more durable and easier to manufacture. Additionally, a breakthrough invention at the 

time, called a decorticator machine, effectively processed hemp fibers instead of doing it by 

hand. This further motivated Hearst to protect his timber assets.   

Hearst used his mass media outlets to promote false propaganda about cannabis. He 

targeted Mexicans and Black people, and eventually, the US passed a legislation called The 

Marihuana Tax Act of 1937. This legislation placed a federal tax on cannabis. This made it 

difficult for people to purchase, including doctors and hemp manufacturers, who used cannabis 

to help make a living for themselves.  

During the late 1960’s, former President Richard Nixon appointed an investigative 

committee, named the Shafer commission, to study drug abuse in the United States of America. 

Surprisingly, this bipartisan commission concluded that cannabis was not a harmful substance 

and that possession in small amounts should be decriminalized. President Nixon ignored his own 

committee’s recommendation and advanced with a “War on Drugs” campaign to target drug use. 

He went on to approve the 1967 Controlled Substances Act, which classified heroin, cocaine, 

and cannabis as schedule one substances. The US Government deemed schedule one substances 
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as drugs with no medicinal value and a high risk of abuse. In 1994, one of President Nixon’s 

former aides, John Ehrlichman, stated during an interview:  

We knew we couldn’t make it illegal to be either against the war or black, but by getting 

the public to associate the hippies with marijuana and blacks with heroin, and then 

criminalizing both heavily, we could disrupt those communities. We could arrest their 

leaders, raid their homes, break up their meetings, and vilify them night after night on the 

evening news. Did we know we were lying about the drugs? Of course, we did. (Baum, 

2016, para. 2) 

Purpose 

The current laws in Texas criminalize citizens who possess a small amount of cannabis 

with arrest, and as a result, the black and brown communities are being racially targeted. To find 

statistics to support my purpose, I reviewed the 2019 Uniform Crime Report (UCR) on the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) website. Figure 2 below, shows that white people were 

arrested more often than black people for cannabis possession. I looked for statistics relating to 

Hispanics/Latinos and found out that the FBI does not keep track of ethnicity. This means that 

arrest rates for whites have been artificially inflated because Hispanics/Latinos are grouped into 

the white race. The ACLU stated that  

We found that Blacks are over 3.7 times more likely to be arrested for marijuana 

possession – a staggering racial disparity that exists nationwide. But consider this: most 

Latino arrests were likely counted as "white" arrests, meaning that the white arrest rate 

was artificially inflated. If Latinos also have a higher arrest rate than whites (which we 

suspect they often do), the disparity between Black and white arrest rates would likely 

have been even larger. (Garcia, 2013, para. 5)  
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Figure 2 

FBI UCR Report for Marijuana Arrests in Texas

 

Note: Hispanics are not counted as a separate race. (FBI, 2019) 

Audience 

My primary audience is the student body at Texas State University. The use of cannabis 

has been prevalent on college campuses for years. At Texas State University, over half of the 

student body is classified as minority, as shown in Figure 3. Because the school is diverse, there 

is a high potential for Texas State University students to be targeted for carrying small 

possessions of cannabis. This could significantly delay or prevent these students from finishing 

their collegiate careers.  

The City of San Marcos has a cite and release program that helps with cannabis arrests. If 

a person is caught with cannabis, they are cited rather than arrested. However, they still face 

criminal charges. If the possession is of two ounces or less, the crime is classified as a Class B 
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misdemeanor. This fine can be as high as $2,000 and up to 180 days in jail. Two to four ounces 

is classified as a Class A misdemeanor with a fine of up to $4,000 and up to one year in jail. A 

lawyer is also often needed for representation, which can make this citation even more expensive 

for an average individual. Other cities in Texas, such as Austin, Dallas and San Antonio, have 

also implemented cite and release ordinances, but they don’t solve the problem.  

If students are aware of what cannabis really is along with its origins, its history, and its 

many uses, they can mobilize to influence the community with the right message. Progress can 

be made, and the years of cannabis being used to racially stigmatize and disproportionally arrest 

minorities will end in Texas.  
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Figure 3 

Texas State University Student Demographics 

 

My secondary audience is the Texas House of Representatives member, Erin Zwiener, 

who represents District 45, which includes the counties of Blanco and Hays. As a Texas House 

of Representatives member, Zwiener can help voice the issue about the level of racial disparity 

experienced with cannabis arrests to the state government. She actively supports the 

decriminalization of low amounts of cannabis. Earlier this year, Zwiener authored a bill called 
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HB 441, which helps to lower the criminal penalty and licensing consequences surrounding 

cannabis possession in small amounts. On May 1st, she tweeted the following: 

Today, the House passed HB 441.This bill lowers the criminal penalty for possessing 

small amounts of cannabis and provides a path to expungement. While it still needs to 

make it through the Senate, I am proud of this legislation and what it means for Texans. 

(Zwiener, 2021)  

With Zwiener’s support, Texas can end the prohibition of cannabis and the racial 

discrimination of monorites who are arrested for the possesion of small amounts of marijuana. In 

addition, most Texans believe in the legalization of cannabis. A 2018 poll from Quinnipiac 

University found that nearly two thirds of Texans were in favor of the legalization of cannabis in 

small amounts. “Sixty-one percent of respondents in the poll said they were in favor of allowing 

the legal possession of small amounts of marijuana for personal use” (Thomsen, 2018, para. 1).  

Proposed Solution 

The racial disparity experienced with minorities being arrested at a higher rate for 

cannabis possession is a problem that could potentially be solved with a simple solution, the 

legalization of cannabis. However, that is not a solution that could not be brought about quickly. 

It would take time for the Texas government to change cannabis laws. The Texas House and 

Senate are not due to meet again until January 10, 2023, to propose new legislations. Since that 

date is over a year from now, it is crucial steps are taken to prepare others with the right 

knowledge and truths about cannabis.  

The creation of a four-chapter guidebook will inform college students on cannabis. 

(Appendix A) Chapter one will educate the student on what cannabis is, the differences between 

THC/CBD, Indica/Sativa/Hybrid, along with the recreational/medical uses and side effects.  



 14 

Chapter two will provide the reader with the background and history of cannabis 

prohibition. It will also focus in on how this history ties into years of racial discrimination and 

disparity for black and brown Americans. 

Chapter three will center on how to become a local advocate of the legalization of 

cannabis by following six detailed steps. Step one will be cannabis education. It is important to 

know what cannabis is, its history, and its uses along with why it became and remains illegal in 

Texas. To create change and challenge arguments, the community must not only understand 

what the Texas government finds intolerant of cannabis, but also, they must be aware to the 

different uses for cannabis that are positive. People can then speak out with an educated message 

that could reach decision makers and influence others.  

The second step will involve learning about advocacy groups who are helping the 

legalization of cannabis cause. Some examples are organizations like, American Civil Liberties 

Union (ACLU) of Texas, Drug Policy Alliance, Mano Amiga, Marijuana Policy, and National 

Organization for the Reform of Marijuana laws (NORML). These are national organizations that 

fully support the legalization of cannabis. These organizations have websites that provide 

information on ways to volunteer, donate and join petitions. If students are aware of these 

organizations, they can sign up to volunteer or donate and help spread the message.  

Step three will guide students on how meet with local activists. It is important students 

attend activist meetings to exchange ideas, network with other advocates, and view other 

positions on legalization. Students can start the process by finding a policy reform group, such as 

NORML, who have local chapters throughout the United States. They can then register with the 

organization, become a member, and further learn how they can help these organizations push 

for change. 
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The fourth step will encourage students to reach out to their local government 

representatives and state elected officials to help the movement grow. Students can call, email, or 

mail to voice their support for cannabis legalization. Getting representatives to back this cause is 

a great help to achieving legalization. Students can find a list of government representatives in 

their area by visiting the NORML website. The link to website will be provided in the 

guidebook.   

Step five will instruct students to talk to close family and friends. Again, the more 

information that is shared, the more the community will be informed. People may be more 

receptive of the message when it comes from someone close to them. If a family member or 

friend opposes or rejects the information, students will be encouraged to avoid arguments. They 

will be guided on how to communicate in a clear, educated fashion to help clarify that cannabis 

has been wrongfully stigmatized and racially used to target black and brown Americans. 

Changing at least one person’s view on cannabis is a step to a brighter future. Additionally, using 

social media to advocate about cannabis legalization is another avenue that could help students 

reach out to friends and family.  

The final step will be the most important step and that is to vote. Voting is an opportunity 

for change, and it demonstrates support of causes that are important. Students will be strongly 

encouraged to exercise their right to vote for the candidates who support cannabis legalization. 

By doing this, students can help reduce racial discrimination when it comes to cannabis arrests in 

Texas. To vote, a person must be officially registered. The guidebook will provide the 

requirement and instructions on how to become of registered voter in Texas.  

Chapter four of the guidebook will help educate students about Texas laws and penalties 

for cannabis, and how Texas State University handles students who are charged for cannabis 
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possession. Also, a guide will be provided on how to safely interact with law enforcement if 

caught with cannabis, and basic knowledge about the readers rights to protect themselves from 

self-incrimination.  

While doing research on this topic, I had conversations with people who disagreed with 

my point-of-view on the the legalization of cannabis and the racial disparity surrounding 

cannabis-related arrests. One person told me that white people and black people are arrested at 

the same rate when it comes to the possession of cannabis. This has proven to be false, and I 

refuted this argument. Hispanic and Latino citizens are categorized as ‘white’ on arrest reports.  

Therefore, this number is inflated and doesn’t represent the truth because it includes brown 

people. It is skewed to make the number of arrests seem more balanced in comparison to the 

number of black people that are arrested. (see Figure 2.)  

 I’ve have also been told cannabis is a gateway drug that will cause adolescents to use 

harder drugs. This is a common misconception. Adolescent drug users most commonly begin 

using alcohol or nicotine before cannabis. The Institute of Medicine of the National Academy 

of Sciences went before Congress and reported the following.  

In the sense that marijuana use typically precedes rather than follows initiation of other 

illicit drug use, it is indeed a “gateway” drug. But because underage smoking and 

alcohol use typically precede marijuana use, marijuana is not the most common, and is 

rarely the first, “gateway” to illicit drug use. There is no conclusive evidence that the 

drug effects of marijuana are causally linked to the subsequent abuse of other illicit 

drugs. (Szalavitz, 2010, para. 7) 

Another false claim I’ve come across is that cannabis chemicals are much worse than 

tobacco-based chemicals. The claim states that cannabis contains more than 400 chemicals and 
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that many of these chemicals are carcinogens. The same kind that are found in cigarette smoke 

and that are likely to cause lung cancer. I found this statement on many anti-cannabis websites, 

which are filled with false facts about cannabis. I refute this argument with a study that proves 

marijuana does not cause lung cancer, even with heavy cannabis smokers.  

The new findings "were against our expectations," said Donald Tashkin of the 

University of California at Los Angeles, a pulmonologist who has studied marijuana 

for 30 years. “We hypothesized that there would be a positive association between 

marijuana use and lung cancer, and that the association would be more positive with 

heavier use," he said. "What we found instead was no association at all, and even a 

suggestion of some protective effect." (Kaufman, 2006, para. 2) 

Solution Delivery  

I will develop a guidebook to help educate the students at Texas State University on 

cannabis. My guidebook will consist of four chapters, which will help the reader not only 

understand important information surrounding this issue but also, the steps to take if he/she were 

to be arrested because of cannabis possession.  

The guidebook will focus on the history of cannabis and its origins. It will also provide 

information on the different uses of the plant and the types of opportunities its legalization could 

create for our community. As the legalization of cannabis will likely become a voting topic for 

our state, I will include information on the requirements need to vote and how to register. 

The guidebook will explain different types of cannabis and the difference between 

THC/CBD. It will include important information on how to safely interact with law enforcement, 

if caught with cannabis, and one’s rights as citizens. By educating students on how to interact 
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with police officers in a calm and respectful manner, students can lessen racial profiling and help 

protect from self-incrimination. 

Students will also learn the consequences to be faced with cannabis being illegal in 

Texas. For example, the possession of cannabis in its concentrated form, in any amount, is a 

felony. This could lead to serious jail time and heavy fines. One of the most popular uses of 

cannabis concentrates are in cannabis vaping cartridges. Possession of as little as one gram could 

lead to up to 10 years of imprisonment fines as high as $10,000 under Texas law (Texas Laws 

and Penalties, 2021). 

In San Marcos, there is city ordinance in place called cite and release. This program will 

be covered in the guidebook. The cite and release program can be used at police officers’ 

discretion. Offenders who are caught with cannabis are issued a field release, which gives them 

30 days to turn themselves into the police. This time is used to get the offender’s financial and 

social affairs in order before they go in front of a magistrate judge who will then set a personal 

recognizance (PR) bond. PR bonds release the offender without requiring them to pay a deposit 

or collateral. A judge considers a list of requirements when using a PR bond. These 

considerations include the severity of the case, the offender’s criminal record, the danger posed 

to the public if the offender is released, if the case was violent or non-violent, and the offender’s 

ties to the community, employment, and family.   

The guidebook will end with a resources area that will highlight important links for more 

information. A list of national and local organizations that support the cannabis movement will 

be included, along with a listing of sites students can visit to learn about cannabis and its history.   
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Minors 

Criminal justice is a system of practices and institutions of government that uphold laws 

to deter crime and persecute those who violate them with criminal penalties. The study of 

criminal justice involves methods of criminology and psychology used to categorize criminal 

behavior. For my guidebook, I will be using the transformative justice theory, which  

challenges the focus on punishment by examining the root cause of a crime. Transformative 

justice is a philosophical strategy for responding to conflicts. The theory examines inequality 

within economic, social, and political systems that could be the cause for the crime.  

Rather than looking at offenders and victims as distinct entities, transformative justice 

recognizes that an individual may have caused harm and suffer from harm. 

Transformative approaches strive to improve the quality of life for victims, offenders, and 

the community by addressing the social and economic inequalities that cause crime. (The 

Three Theories of Criminal Justice, 2021, para. 18) 

Sociology is the study of human social interaction and relationships. It also investigates 

the social causes and consequences of things like romance, love, gender identity, family 

conflicts, behavior, aging, crime, and religion. It covers a wide variety of social issues and 

important matters. Sociology analyzes the important factors in people’s lives, communities, and 

world. I will be using the labeling theory, which is an important approach to understanding why 

individuals commit deviant and criminal behavior. Deviance is defined as an action or a behavior 

that is not in line with social norms. Cannabis falls into this line since it is illegal, causes criminal 

behavior and stigmatizes stereotypes. 

Labeling theory is an approach in the sociology of deviance that focuses on the ways in 

which the agents of social control attach stigmatizing stereotypes to particular groups, 
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and the ways in which the stigmatized change their behavior once labeled. (Nickerson, 

2021, para. 1)  

 Business administration is the study of management and operations of a business or an 

organization. It also involves a basic understanding of finance, human resources, marketing, and 

accounting. I will be using the possession utility methodology, which is the amount of usefulness 

or value from owning a product. In my guidebook, I will explain the financial benefits that could 

be provided from the legalization of cannabis along with the value it could contribute to society. 

“Possession utility is the value consumers put on purchasing a product and having the freedom 

to use the product as it was intended or finding a new use for the product” (Jones, 2019, para 

5). 

Conclusion   

In conclusion, ending the prohibition of cannabis in Texas would greatly help to reduce 

the discriminatory enforcement of marijuana-related drug laws across black and brown 

communities. Many minorities have been hurt socially and/or financially throughout the 90-year 

war on cannabis. Initially started by corrupt politicians, the campaign for the prohibition of 

cannabis was founded using racist ideology that described marijuana as a highly addictive and 

violent drug most minorities would use. Ideology that to this day continues to hurt and stereotype 

minorities. At Texas State alone, over half of the student population are categorized as 

minorities. As a Mexican American student, I want to create change that will help to mitigate the 

effects of cannabis possession in Texas. 

To make change happen, it is imperative Texas State students are exposed to information 

that explains the discrimination minorities are held to when it comes to marijuana possession, 
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clears the false narratives around cannabis use, and gives the reader the right information to 

make their own decisions around this subject. 

I have developed a guidebook, located in Appendix A, that focuses on this information in 

an easy-to-read format with visuals, helpful links, and resources. Students, who after reading the 

guidebook, decide they would like to support the cannabis movement will also have access to 

key steps that will outline how to mobilize and support political and grassroots organizations to 

legalize marijuana in Texas. 

During the creation of this project, I encountered three limitations concerning research. I 

had to be cautious of the websites I used as resources as there were numerous sites that included 

false cannabis claims. I made sure the information I acquired was from reputable sources.  

My second limitation was time. Although I had three months to work on this project, I 

found I needed more time to review information. Cannabis possession and its connections to 

racial disparity is a huge issue, and there is a vast number of articles and research related to it. 

The information I’ve been exposed to has made me even more interested in this subject. 

Lastly, I wanted to interview police officers about their views this issue and the laws 

related to it. I reached out to four police officers, but I didn’t receive a response.  

When I think about how my research could be used in the future, I immediately think 

about the development of presentations that could be used alongside my guidebook. These 

presentations could give an overview of the detailed information I have in the guidebook to 

educate students about the legal consequences of cannabis in Texas. I believe this information 

could be especially helpful to incoming freshman and transfer students during new student 

orientation. It would benefit students tremendously to have this information at the beginning of 



 22 

their college experience at Texas State University to avoid disruption of their studies because of 

a possible incarceration due to cannabis possession. 

My hopes are also that my research helps to highlight the problem with the way race 

statistics are reported on for cannabis possession arrests. In Texas, Latinos and Hispanics are 

often grouped in with the white population. This artificially inflates the number of “white” 

arrests compared to black arrests. As a result, the numbers reported on are made to seem 

comparable when there is a significant disparity.  

I am hopeful in the next couple of years my project topic is no longer a problem in Texas. 

With cannabis legalization looking more likely for Texas in the future, it will help eradicate the 

racial discrimination caused by cannabis. In addition, the legalization of cannabis will bring an 

influx of income to Texas that could be reinvested to help Texas communities. For example, 

these funds could be used in public schools and city government offices for safety programs to 

proactively educate the community on cannabis rather than pushing false fears that could have 

adverse effects. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 23 

 
 

References 

ACLU. (2018). Retrieved from Extreme Racial Disparities Persist In Marijuana Arrests : 

https://graphics.aclu.org/marijuana-arrest-report/ 

ACLU. (2020, April 17). A Tale of Two Countries: Racially Targeted Arrests in the Era of 

Marijuana Reform. Retrieved from ACLU: https://www.aclu.org/news/criminal-law-

reform/a-tale-of-two-countries-racially-targeted-arrests-in-the-era-of-marijuana-

reform?initms_aff=nat&initms_chan=web&utm_medium=web&initms=200420_420_ma

rijuanareport_vanity&utm_source=earned&utm_campaign=420&utm_co 

ACLU. (2020). A Tale of  Two Countries: Racially  Targeted Arrest in The Era of Marijuana 

Reform. Retrieved from ACLU : https://www.aclu.org/report/tale-two-countries-racially-

targeted-arrests-era-marijuana-reform 

Baum, D. (2016, April). Legalize It All. Retrieved from Harpers: 

https://bidoonism.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/danbaum_2016.pdf 

Boffey, P. M. (2014, July 30). What Science Says About Marijuana. Retrieved from The New 

York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/31/opinion/what-science-says-about-

marijuana.html 

FBI. (2019). Federal Bureau of Investigation Crime Data Explorer. Retrieved from Federal 

Bureau of Investigation : https://crime-data-

explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/arrest 

Garcia, L. (2013, June 14). ACLU. Retrieved from The War on Marijuana Has a Latino Data 

Problem: https://www.aclu.org/blog/smart-justice/sentencing-reform/war-marijuana-has-

latino-data-problem?redirect=blog/war-marijuana-has-latino-data-problem 



 24 

Jones, J. (2019, Feburary 1). What Are the Four Types of Utility Marketing? Retrieved from 

Chron: https://smallbusiness.chron.com/four-types-utility-marketing-24420.html 

Kaufman, M. (2006, May 26). Study Finds No Cancer-Marijuana Connection. Retrieved from 

The Washington Post: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2006/05/26/study-finds-no-cancer-

marijuana-connection/ea496081-b529-4948-9960-9e725a376e5a/ 

 
Nickerson, C. (2021, October 8). Labeling Theory . Retrieved from Simply Psychology: 

https://www.simplypsychology.org/labeling-theory.html 

PBS. (n.d.). PBS Frontline: Marijuana Timeline. Retrieved from PBS: 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/dope/etc/cron.html 

Solomon, R. (2020, February 27). Racism and Its Effect on Cannabis Research. Retrieved from 

US National Library of Medicine National Institutes of Health: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7173675/ 

Szalavitz, M. (2010, October 29). Marijuana as a Gateway Drug: The Myth That Will Not Die. 

Retrieved from Time : https://healthland.time.com/2010/10/29/marijuna-as-a-gateway-

drug-the-myth-that-will-not-die/  

 
Tarricone, J. (2020, September 4). Boston Political Review. Retrieved from Boston Political 

Review: https://www.bostonpoliticalreview.org/post/harry-j-anslinger-and-the-origins-of-

the-war-on-drugs 

Texas Laws and Penalties . (2021). Retrieved from NORML: https://norml.org/laws/texas-

penalties-2  

 



 25 

Texas State University. (2020). Retrieved from University Demographics: 

https://www.ir.txstate.edu/highlights/highlights-demographics 

Thomsen, J. (2018, April 19). Poll: Almost two-thirds of Texas voters support legal recreational 

marijuana. Retrieved from The Hill : https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-

room/news/383954-poll-almost-two-thirds-of-texas-voters-support-legal?rl=1 

The Three Theories of Criminal Justice. (2021). Retrieved from Criminal justice: 

https://www.criminaljustice.com/resources/three-theories-of-criminal-justice/ 

William Randolph Hearst. (2021, August 10). Retrieved from Britannica: 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Randolph-Hearst 

Zwiener, E. (2021, May 1). Twitter. Retrieved from Twitter: https://twitter.com/ErinForYall 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 26 

Appendix A 
 

 
 



 27 

 
 

 
 



 28 

 
 

 
 



 29 

 

 
 
 



 30 

 
 
 

 



 31 

 
 

 
 



 32 

 
 
 

 



 33 

 
 
 
 



 34 

 

 
 
 



 35 

 
 
 
 



 36 

 
 
 
 



 37 

 
 
 
 



 38 

 
 
 
 



 39 

 

 
 



 40 

 
 
 
 



 41 

 
 
 
 



 42 

 
 
 
 



 43 

 
 
 

 



 44 

Appendix B 
 
 
 
 

 
 


